
 

THE EMERGING GLOBAL ORDER: 

IMPLICATIONS AND WAY FORWARD FOR 

PAKISTAN./ WHAT KIND OF FOREIGN POLICY 

DO YOU ENVISAGE FOR PAKISTAN IN THE 

WAKE OF CHANGING GLOBAL POWER 

DYNAMICS? 

The international system is going through a period of profound 

change. The forces now shaping the international system have the 
potential materially to transform the Western liberal order. The 

unipolar world that emerged at the end of cold war has now gradually 
been transferred into a multi-polar world. With the emergence of new 

powers on global front i.e. china, India, Brazil and the resurgence of 
Russia as a Euro Asian power is transforming the global order. At the 

same time, the emergence of transnational challenges i.e global 
terrorism, global warming, cyber security, epidemics have made the 

global cooperation inevitable. No member of the international 

community is likely to remain unaffected by the forces now sweeping 
the globe. Certainly Pakistan cannot expect to be untouched by them. 

Infact, the changes are already having considerable impacts on 
Pakistan .  

 
The gradual erosion in American global dominance around the globe  

have paved the way for other global and regional actors to move 
more freely in their neighborhood. The maneuvering capability of 

powers located in the non-western world has tremendously increased 
with two of them, namely China and Russia, claiming that they are 

entitled to their own sphere of influence in their own regions. Rather 
than agreeing to American primacy in their regions, Russia and China 

have been trying to do their best to underline that their geopolitical 
priorities need to be taken into consideration while other global and 

regional actors design and implement their national interests. 

The territorial contestants in Ukraine and Syria, Russia and the 
western actors, the United States, in particular, state that Russia 

under the leadership of President Putin has been after rejuvenating 
the Russian geopolitical influence in its close proximity against the 

western primacy. The point to underline in this context is that Russia 
was not in such a position during the 1990s, when the United States 

seemed to have acted as the only unrivalled global power. Unipolarity 
then did not allow the kind of chaos that we experience today. 

A similar dynamic can be noticed in China’s relations with the United 
States. The more powerful China became in terms of material power 

capabilities, the more confident and assertive Chinese leaders turned 
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out to be in expressing China’s priorities first in East and Southeast 
Asia and then around the globe. 

The growing integration of Russian and Chinese economies into the 
capitalist world economy on the one hand and the growing 

penetration of Western values to the non-western world on the other 
have not led to the emergence of a more peaceful and stable world 

order that would be devoid of realpolitik power struggles of the not-

too-distant past. 
Secondly, in the emerging multipolar world order, not only the rising 

non-western powers are now capable of entering into diverse 
cooperative relationships in their bid to geopolitical influence but also 

the United States, still the most powerful actor on earth, has had to 
focus its attention on numerous actors and issues simultaneously. 

That is to say, this multiplication of actors and issues tends to 
increase misperceptions and misunderstandings in global politics. In 

today’s world there are more than one major geopolitical fault-lines 
that divide global actors. Today’s multipolar world order is certainly 

more complicated and complex than the bipolar world order of the 
Cold War Era. Rooms for misunderstandings and miscalculations exist 

much more today than the past. 
Thirdly, in the emerging multipolar order, strict and solid alliance 

relationships of the past are no longer valid. Long-term friendships 

based on strong alliance bounds seem to have been already replaced 
by short-term pragmatic co-operations or alliances of convenience. It 

is no longer safe to assume that the bonds between the United States 
on the one hand and Israel or the Saudi Arabia on the other are as 

strong as they were during the bipolar Cold War Era or the unipolar in 
the 1990s. Likewise, the special relationship between the United 

States and the United Kingdom has already been tarnished by 
growing British nationalism as well as the economy based on a 

transactional approach that the conservative British government has 
adopted towards China. It is noteworthy that the United Kingdom 

rushed to join the China-led Asian Infrastructure and Investment 
Bank as a founder state despite strong American objections. 

Another example is the growing determination of the Turkish 
leadership to diversify Turkey’s strategic relations and partnerships 

over the last decade. Its membership in NATO or historical aspirations 

to join the European Union has not prevented Turkey from developing 
closer economic and strategic relations with China and Russia. 

In today’s world small and middle level powers have more room to 
act strategically. Compared to the tight restrictions of the bipolar and 

unipolar systems, the emerging multipolar system now appears to 
provide middle and small powers with more strategic options. What is 

unique in this nexus is that different relationships that such powers 
seem to have developed through many great powers are not solely 

based on zero-sum logic and exclusionary practices. That is to say, 
such relationship does not have to be mutually exclusive to each 

other. Fourthly, the emerging multipolar international system seems 
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to be more conflict prone not only because the relative weakening of 
the most powerful actor have emboldened the rising powers to help 

bring into existence a new world order to their liking but because the 
dominance vacuums that occur in different quarters of the world 

following the strategic retrenchment of the most powerful actor have 
perpetuated anarchic and chaotic relations in those places with 

multiple actors who are increasing their efforts to fill the dominance 

vacuums. 
We increasingly witness a growing determination on the part of great 

powers to help bring into existence their regional/global orders based 
on their distinctive values and national preferences. Trans-Pacific 

Partnership and Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership were 
particularly American initiatives to help design the new century. 

Similarly China is trying to do the same through its One Belt One 
Road initiative and the Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank. 

Russia is bidding for hegemony through the Eurasian Economic Union 
and the adoption of military instruments in the materialization of its 

geopolitical aspirations in its near abroad and the Middle East. The 
growing dominance vacuum across the globe manifests itself best in 

the ongoing Syrian crisis. Unless a global or regional hegemon puts 
the rules and oversees their maintenance in a particular territorial 

location, what will ensue is chaos and instability. Multipolar systemic 

configurations are more likely to yield such dominance vacuums. And 
it is going to be more difficult to ascertain whether states, at regional 

or global levels, are arming for defensive or offensive purposes. 
 

 
Pakistan's foreign policy choices, as like any other country, are 

determined by international and regional geo-political trends as well 
as by its domestic environment. Foreign policy formulation in 

Pakistan has also taken imprints of global situation that is rapidly 
transforming, regional situation that remains complex and domestic 

environment, which offers multitude of both challenges and 
opportunities.  

 
Pakistan's regional geo-strategic landscape remains complicated. 

Uncertainty in the Middle East seems to be spreading. Because of its 

close links with especially the Gulf States, recent developments there 
are a source of disquiet for Pakistan.  Far-reaching changes are 

taking place in Pakistan’s immediate neighbourhood. Developments in 
Afghanistan and a more active foreign policy by India affect 

Pakistan’s interests and engage its policy makers. 
USA  views India as a partner in managing its regional interests and 

as a country competing with China for regional power. On the other 
hand, the phenomenal rise of China and its close relations with 

Pakistan, combined with our improved ties with Russia has have 
opened the prospects that finally Pakistan geo-strategic location can 
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be converted from a liability into an asset for economic development 
of the country.  

This positive trend is counter-balanced by India’s continuing policy to 
pressure Pakistan, by sponsoring terrorist campaigns inside Pakistan 

to foment separatism or by ceasefire violations on the LoC in Jammu 
and Kashmir to constrain Pakistan Army's ability to deploy more 

resources on the western borders with Afghanistan. India also 

maintains direct military pressure on Pakistan through deployment of 
advance weapons systems, offensive troops positioning and exercises 

along the border to refine the capacity of a surprise attack, as 
envisaged in its Cold Start Doctrine. Regrettably, India is also openly 

opposing China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) for no apparent 
reason than to obstruct the economic development of Pakistan. 

India's proclivity to use of force against innocent civilians in Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) and its refusal to discuss the long- standing 

Jammu and Kashmir with Pakistan locks the relationship of our two 
countries in a perpetual crisis.  

 
In this global regional  and domestic environment, Pakistan should 

develop a strategic vision for its foreign policy which should be along 
following lines. 

 

1. The first priority  should be to Pakistan’s own security. This 
implies a policy of non-interference in other countries’ internal 

affairs  
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and refrain from fighting other’s wars or supporting causes of conflict 
that do not concern us directly.  

2. Secondly, making economic revival and sustainable 
development,  should be the centerpiece of our foreign policy. 

This entails embarking on domestic reforms and striving for a 
peaceful neighbourhood.  

3. Finally, we should be making concrete efforts to turn Pakistan’s 

geostrategic location from a liability into an asset through 
trade, transport and energy connectivity with China, Central 

Asia and West Asia. This in turn could also help to re-balance 
our geo-strategic and geo-economic priorities.  

Pakistan must take into consideration these developments and place 
them in the perspective of its own interests. It must develop policy 

response to them.  
pakistan’s prosperity and security have long been dependent on the 

way it interacts with the international community and this will 
continue to be the case as the new challenges are emerging. To 

secure its future Pakistan will have to maintain an active regionalism 
and internationalism focused on advancing its national interests in an 

unstable and insecure international environment largely indifferent to 
pakistan’s policy priorities. 
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